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SDSN Japan has become a 
strong contributor to national 
and regional debates to define 

the necessary approaches to achieve 
SDGs, by mobilizing its national 
experts and global networks. To 
help mainstream the SDGs into 
national and sub-national policies, 
SDSN Japan conducts policy-rele-
vant research and capacity-building 
activities toward SDG localization. 
Recommendations are formulated 
through intensive workshop discus-
sions, which bring together policy 
leaders and experts from a variety 
of stakeholder groups, and then 
submitted to key government minis-
tries. To further disseminate these 
recommendations, the network also 
organizes public events to share key 
messages with a broader range of 
stakeholders and citizens. 

The core members of SDSN Japan 
have actively contributed to the 
Japanese Government’s adoption of 
the “SDGs Implementation Guiding 
Principles” in December 2016. The 
principles represent Japan’s national 
strategy to address the major chal-
lenges for the implementation of 
the 2030 Agenda. SDSN Japan also 
helped raise public debates over 
the principles in partnership with 
the Japan Civil Society Networks on 
SDGs and other stakeholders. 
 
SDG Dialogue Series
In the spirit of Goal 17, SDSN Japan 
has initiated the “SDG Dialogue 
Series”, a platform to discuss solu-
tions to sustainability issues and 
enhance public awareness of the 
SDGs. The events engage a diverse 
set of experts, researchers, and 

stakeholders who are invited and 
encouraged to share insights and 
ideas for achieving the SDGs in their 
multidimensionality. Since July 2016, 
a series of events have been organ-
ized on higher education, regional 
institutions, and global companies. 
These events provide stakeholders 
with relevant academic knowledge 
and enable the advancement of 
scientific and policy debates relating 
to the 2030 Agenda.

United Nations University Institute for the Advanced Study of 
Sustainability (UNU-IAS)
The United Nations University Institute for the Advanced Study of Sustainability 
(UNU-IAS) is a leading research and teaching institute based in Tokyo, Japan. 
UNU-IAS’s mission is to advance efforts towards a more sustainable future, through 
policy-oriented research and capacity development focused on sustainability and 
its social, economic and environmental dimensions around the world. 

 SDG Dialogue Panel : Global Companies & the 2030 Agenda, co-organised by UNU-IAS, with support from Nikkei Inc., Global Compact Network 
Japan, and CDP.40%

Japan was only able to report on 
40% of official SDG indicators in it’s 

2017 Voluntary National Review. 

Become a leader toward 
a future where economic, 
social and environmental 
improvements are 
attained in an integrated, 
sustainable and resilient 
manner while leaving no 
one behind.
Japan’s SDG vision from the SDGs 
Implementation Guiding Principles.

P
h

o
to

: 
©

J
a
p

a
n

 C
iv

il 
S

o
c
ie

ty
 N

e
tw

o
rk

 o
n

 S
D

G
s

P
h

o
to

: 
©

C
u

rt
is

 C
h

ri
st

o
p

h
e
rs

e
n

 /
 U

N
U

140
 specific measures 

Japan’s SDGs Implementation Guiding Principles  
lists 140 specific measures to be implemented  

both at home and abroad .
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 Press Conference on the SDGs Implementation Guiding Principles.
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